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Applying ClearTrigger  
It is easy to apply ClearTrigger using the clearapply application.   

Pre-Existing Triggers 

Prior to applying ClearTrigger, check to see if there are existing triggers in the VOB.  If you 

have existing triggers then we recommend that your administrator: 

 

▪ Record pre-existing triggers 

▪ Remove triggers from the VOB 

▪ Implement triggers using ClearTrigger 
 

ClearApply 

ClearApply registers and applies the ClearTrigger executable to a VOB.  It verifies the 

location of the clearbits_file file and the cleartrigger.exe executable for the current operating 

system.  You will most likely use the Graphical User Interface (GUI), but there is a Command 

Line Interface (CLI) as well.   

 

• To learn how to use clearapply from the GUI to apply ClearTrigger to a VOB read the 

section entitled Applying ClearTrigger to a VOB (using the GUI). 

 

• To learn how to use clearapply from the CLI to apply ClearTrigger to a VOB read the 

section entitled Applying ClearTrigger to a VOB (using the CLI). 

 

• To learn how to use clearapply from the GUI to remove ClearTrigger to a VOB read the 

section entitled Removing ClearTrigger to a VOB (using the GUI). 

 

• To learn how to use clearapply from the CLI to remove ClearTrigger to a VOB read the 

section entitled Removing ClearTrigger to a VOB (using the CLI). 
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Applying ClearTrigger to a VOB (using the CLI) 

Use clearapply to apply ClearTrigger to a VOB or group of VOBs.  Specify the path to the 

cleartrigger executable(s) as well as clearbits_file(s).  The command syntax is: 

 
clearapply {-ver | -help | {remove | { [cleartrigger_path config_dir [cleartrigger_dir config_dir]} vob_tag {no_mklabel} 

 

where: 

 

-ver    displays the ClearApply version pneumonic  

-help    displays the usage statement 

remove vob_tag  removes cleartrigger from VOB vob_tag 

cleartrigger_path   path to cleartrigger executable (e.g. /net/policy/cleartrigger.exe) 

config_dir    path to clearbits_file (e.g. /net/policy/clearbits.txt) 

no_mklabel applies ClearTrigger in no_mklabel mode – ClearTrigger is not consulted and 

does not fire for ClearCase mklabel commands. 

 

If one cleartrigger_path/config_dir pair is given then the trigger is applied with the 

–exec option for the mktrtype command (single OS), if two cleartrigger_path/config_dir pairs 

are given then both the –execwin and –execunix options are used (InterOp environment). 

 

Upon execution, ClearTrigger will search for existing ClearTrigger types, remove them if 

found, create new trigger types and lock them. The output one would see should be consistent 

with the example below: 
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Removing ClearTrigger from a VOB (using the CLI) 

TO REMOVE CLEARTRIGGER FROM A VOB EXECUTE CLEARAPPLY WITH THE REMOVE OPTION.   

 

Example: 

 

 

 

 

 

Clearapply remove will search for existing Cleartrigger trigger types, unlock them, and 

remove them from the VOB.  The output one would see should be consistent with the example 

below: 
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Applying ClearTrigger to a VOB using the GUI  

Use clearapply to apply ClearTrigger to a VOB or group of VOBs.  Specify the path to the 

cleartrigger executable(s) as well as clearbits_file(s).  To use the GUI version type: 

 
 clearapply 

 

You will be asked to select any number of VOBs in the current ClearCase region or to abort the 

application.  You can select “ALL VOBs in the region” to tell clearapply to act on all VOBs. If 

you have more than 150 VOBs in the region then clearapply will display them in 150 VOB 

groupings; if there is more than one grouping, then you will have the option to “select all VOBs 

in the displayed grouping” as well.  You can select the “ALL VOBs in the region” item at any 

time. The VOBs in the region are shown preceded by a ClearTrigger state identifier: 

 

ClearTrigger 

Identifier 

Meaning 

- ClearTrigger is not applied to this VOB 

+ 
ClearTrigger is applied to this VOB in single OS mode 

(e.g. with –exec type definitions) 

* 
ClearTrigger is applied to this VOB in Inter-Op mode 

(e.g. with both –execwin and -execunix type definitions) 

 

This allows the operator to know in advance 

the current state of the VOB as it relates to 

ClearTrigger.  One may choose to add or 

remove ClearTrigger while selecting any 

subset.  Removing ClearTrigger from a 

VOB that does not already have 

ClearTrigger will not cause any harm.  

Adding ClearTrigger to a VOB that already 

has ClearTrigger is helpful when you wish 

to change the clearbits_file location, 

cleartrigger.exe location or alternate 

between Inter-Op mode to single OS mode. 

 

 

The operator is then asked if they want to add or remove ClearTrigger on the selected VOB(s). 
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Select “Yes”  to add ClearTrigger to the selected VOB(s).  You are then asked of you want to 

include mklabel ClearTrigger processing for this VOB. 

 

 
 

Select “Yes” (the default) to configure ClearTrigger to control all triggerable commands for 

this VOB or select “No” if to configure ClearTrigger to control all triggerable commands 

except mklabel for this VOB – ClearTrigger is not consulted and does not fire for ClearCase 

mklabel commands.  Once the selection is made, the dialog below is displayed. 
 

 
 

If “No” is selected from this box the operator will be prompted for the location of the ClearTrigger 

executable and the location of the clearbits_file, as illustrated by the next screen shot. 
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One can navigate to the cleartrigger executable to limit any typing errors then select “open” to 

confirm the selection. If the selected executable is not a distributed cleartrigger executable then 

the operator is asked to repeat the selection. The path should be such that it is valid in the desired 

operating system or systems if you have an environment where one path can support both 

Windows and UNIX locations. 
 

A similar dialog is displayed to select the clearbits file.  The clearbits file selected must currently 

exist and be readable; if not they are asked to repeat the selection. 
 

Answering Yes to the inter-op questions yields two sets of dialogs boxes, which ask for OS 

specific information for ClearTrigger.  You will be prompted for information for the “current” OS 

environment and information for the “other” OS environment separately.  
 

First the information for the current OS that you are running clearapply from (UNIX or 

Windows)…  Windows is assumed for the following example: 

 
 
One can navigate to the cleartrigger executable to minimize typing errors then select “open” to confirm the 

selection. If the selected executable is not a distributed cleartrigger executable then the operator is asked to 

repeat the selection. The path should be such that it is valid in the current operating system. 

 

A similar dialog is displayed to select the clearbits file.  The clearbits file selected must currently exist and be 

readable; if not, they are asked to repeat the selection. 

 

The operator is then asked to input the information for the “other” operating system.  For these fields the 

operator is asked to type the information in because it is assumed that one may not be able to navigate to the 

desired location using the file selection dialog. 
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Upon completion of entering the appropriate information, ClearApply will add ClearTrigger 

to the selected VOBs. 

 

 

Environmental Variables and Defaults using ClearApply 

When executing ClearApply, if any of these environmental variables are set they are used for 

prompt dialog defaults.  

Variable Name Default 

ABS_CA_SINGLE_DEPOT Default path of clearbits_file in single OS mode 

ABS_CA_UNIX_DEPOT Default path of clearbits_file for UNIX in InterOp mode 

ABS_CA_WINDOWS_DEPOT Default path of clearbits_file for Windows in InterOp mode 

ABS_CA_SINGLE_PATH Default path of ClearTrigger in single OS mode 

ABS_CA_UNIX_PATH Default path of ClearTrigger for UNIX in InterOp mode 

ABS_CA_WINDOWS_PATH Default path of ClearTrigger for Windows in InterOp mode 

ABS_CA_OMIT_MKLABEL 

If defined and equal to yes it applies ClearTrigger in no_mklabel mode else if 
defined and equal to no it applies ClearTrigger in classic mode. If undefined 
or not equal to yes or no then the operator is queried for a mode. 
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Removing ClearTrigger from a VOB using the GUI 

Use clearapply to remove ClearTrigger from a VOB or group of VOBs.  To use the GUI version 

type: 
 clearapply 

 

You will be asked to select any number of VOBs in the current ClearCase region or to abort 

the application.  You can select “ALL VOBs in the region” to tell clearapply to act on all 

VOBs. If you have more than 150 VOBs in the region then clearapply will display them in 

150 VOB groupings; if there is more than one grouping, then you will have the option to 

“select all VOBs in the displayed grouping” as well.  You can select the “ALL VOBs in the 

region” item at any time. The VOBs in the region are shown preceded by a ClearTrigger state 

identifier: 

 

ClearTrigger 

Identifier 

Meaning 

- ClearTrigger is not applied to this VOB 

+ 
ClearTrigger is applied to this VOB in single OS mode 

(e.g. with –exec type definitions) 

* 
ClearTrigger is applied to this VOB in Inter-OP mode 

(e.g. with both –execwin and -execunix type definitions) 

 

This allows the operator to know in advance the 

current state of the VOB as it relates to ClearTrigger.  

One may choose to add or remove ClearTrigger while 

selecting any subset.  Removing ClearTrigger from a 

VOB that does not have ClearTrigger will not cause 

any harm and adding ClearTrigger to a VOB that 

already has it is helpful when you wish to change the 

clearbits_file location or ClearTrigger location or 

change back and forth between Inter-Op mode and 

single OS mode. 

 

 

  

The operator is then asked if 

you want to add or remove 

ClearTrigger on the selected 

VOB(s). 

  

Selecting “No” will remove 

ClearTrigger from the selected 

VOB(s).  


